
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE 
PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS OF PSYCHIATRY 
Launch of the International Network for Philosophy and Psychiatry 

Launch of the Philosophy of Psychiatry Special Interest Group of the Society of 

Psychiatrists of South Africa 
MONDAY 23 September 2002  

I) Philosophy of Psychiatric Methods and Treatments 

Chair: Prof Louw Roos (University of Pretoria, South Africa) 

08:30 – 08:45 Welcome, introduction: international developments in the Philosophy of Psychiatry 
  Dr Werdie van Staden (University of Pretoria, South Africa) 

08:45 – 09:30 Balancing “evidence-based medicine” with “values-based medicine” 

  Prof Bill Fulford (University of Oxford; University of Warwick, UK)  

09:30 – 10:00 Incommensurability in the theory and practice of psychiatry 

  Prof Grant Gillet (University of Otago, New Zealand) 

10:00 – 10:30 Darwinism in psychiatry 

Dr Anton Muller (Psychiatric registrar, University of Pretoria, South Africa) 

BREAK  

11:00 – 11:30 A philosophical analysis of Eric Kandel’s ‘A New Intellectual Framework for Psychiatry’ 

  Prof Gerrit Glas (University of Leiden, Netherlands)    
11:30 – 12:00 Beyond the nature vs. nurture divide 

Dr Boet Preller (Private practice, Pretoria, South Africa) 

12:00 – 12:30 The use of the term “reality" in psychiatry 

Dr Jürgen Harms (Private practice, Stellenbosch, South Africa) 

12:30 – 13:00 The paradox of subjectivity 

 Prof Paul Falzer (Yale School of Medicine, USA) 
LUNCH 

Chair: Dr Werdie van Staden (University of Pretoria, South Africa)  

14:00 – 14:45 Diagnostic values uncovered by spiritual experiences 

  Prof Bill Fulford (University of Oxford; University of Warwick, UK)  

14:45 – 15:15 Depression and the ‘gereformeerde’ paradox: an empirical study 

Dr Gerhard Grobler (Private practice, Pretoria, South Africa)  
BREAK  

15:30– 16:00 Constructing healthy personal and social narratives 

Prof Robert Kimball (University of Louisville, USA) 
16:00 - 16:45 Workshop: What is a therapeutic discourse? 

Prof Vasi van Deventer (University of South Africa, Pretoria, South Africa) 
 



TUESDAY 24 September 2002  

II)  Philosophy of symptoms and experiences by psychiatric patients 

Chair: Prof Giovanni Stanghellini  (University of Florence, Italy) 

08:30 – 09:00 Is depersonalisation a dissociative symptom? 

Dr Christa Krüger (University of Pretoria, South Africa)  

09:00 – 09:30 Symptoms of depersonalisation disorder display a weakness for "higher-order-thought" 

theories of consciousness 

Prof Daniel Orr (New York, USA) 

09:30 – 10:00 Continuity and the grammar of schizophrenia 
  Prof Paul Falzer (Yale School of Medicine, USA) 
10:00 – 10:30 What is a delusion: a preposterous question? 

Dr Werdie van Staden (University of Pretoria, South Africa); Prof KWM Fulford (Universities of 

Oxford and Warwick, UK)) 

BREAK 

Chair: Prof Bill Fulford (University of Oxford; University of Warwick, UK) 

10:45 – 11:30 The mind, the person and mental disorder. 
Prof Eric Matthews (University of Aberdeen, Scotland) 

11:30 – 12:00 Moral tourists and 'world'-travellers: some epistemological issues for understanding 

patients in their everyday worlds 

Prof Nancy Potter (University of Louisville, USA) 

12:00 – 12:30 Semantic markers of recovery derived from Fregean logic  

Dr Werdie van Staden (University of Pretoria, South Africa) 

12:30 – 13:00 The senses of common sense: their naturalistic and humanistic dimensions in psychopathology 

Prof Giovanni Stanghellini  (University of Florence, Italy) 

LUNCH 

III) Ethics and Morality in Psychiatry: Patients, Psychiatrists, & Society 

Chair: Prof Tuviah Zabow (University of Cape Town) 
14:00– 14:30 Incapacity to give informed consent owing to mental disorder 

  Dr Werdie van Staden (University of Pretoria, South Africa) 
14:30 – 15:00 Who should decide for children?  The Moral Debate 

Prof Willie Pienaar, Sue Hawkridge (University of Stellenbosch, South Africa) 

BREAK 
15:15 – 15:45 The trustworthy psychiatrist  

Prof Nancy Potter (University of Louisville, USA) 

15:45 – 16:15 Counsellor, advocate, and tracker: should psychiatrists play the role of moral experts? 

Prof Daniel Orr (New York, USA) 

 
±17:00 Ceremonial launch of the INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR PHILOSOPHY AND 
PSYCHIATRY at the opening ceremony of SASOP 


