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Four main topic areas

1. Expertise
2. Expertise in Mental health
3. Representations of Expertise
4. Nature of Expert Knowledge



1 Expertise

• Who is an expert? 
• Why do we need experts? 
• Which is the status of an expert? 
• Which is the role of experts in the modern societies? 
• What is the meaning of social representation? 
• Whom the expert represents and on which 

conditions?



2 Expertise in Mental health

• How do the above questions relate to mental health, 
psychiatry, psychology, and psychotherapy? 

• How is an expert placed in the context of mental 
health care systems? 

• How does the situation of experts change over 
history and what kind of knowledge was attributed 
to the sciences of mental health in the past?



3 Representations of Expertise

• What are the social (lay and professional) 
representations of mental illness, their ambivalence 
and heterogeneity? 

• How have the concepts of madness and mental 
illness changed through history? 

• How are the concepts of madness and mental illness 
represented in contemporary literature and art (film, 
painting, theater)?



4 Nature of Expert Knowledge

• How does skills development takes place? 
• What is the place of expert knowledge in values-

based practice?
• What are the challenges facing professional ethics in 

mental health care? 
• What is the role of expert knowledge in clinical 

decision making?
• What does it mean to be an ‘expert by experience’? 
• Who is the person behind the psychiatrist and 

psychotherapist?
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